

















DECISION RECORD

2011-2025 FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN (FMP)
HOOPA VALLEY INDIAN RESERVATION,
HUMBOLDT COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). Pacific Regional Office (PRO) recently issued a Finding of
No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the proposed 2011-2025 Forest Management Plan at the
Hoopa Valley Indian Reservation. In accordance with requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), it was necessary to prepare an environmental assessment
(EA) document for the proposed project. The Hoopa Valley Tribe (HVT) prepared an EA dated
May 23, 2011. and the BIA reviewed and adopted the document. The Tribe proposes to
implement activities described in the FMP including annual timber harvesting, firewood cutting
by Reservation residents, forest health and forest improvement projects, prescribed burning,
planting/release, pre-commercial thinning, habitat restoration, hazardous fuels reduction, and
other forest-related projects. The federal actions connected to this project would include the
issuance of funding and permits and approval of plans and contracts.

LOCATION

The Hoopa Valley Indian Reservation (HVIR), is comprised of approximately 87,500 acres and
1s located in Humboldt County, California.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Preferred Alternative (Proposed Action) includes the following activities:

e Harvesting an Allowable Annual Cut of 8.889 Million Board Feet per year on an
ecologically sustainable basis using tractor, cable and helicopter logging methods (200 to
400 acres to be operated per year for the harvest of conifers and hardwoods)

e Replanting trees, early release. pre-commercial and commercial thinning projects

e Habitat restoration and forest health improvement projects

e Hazardous fuels reduction projects to protect life, property, and firefighter safety

e Using forest materials for biomass fuels at co-generation facility

e Using prescribed burning for multiple purposes

e Firewood cutting by Reservation residents

e Urban housing tree removal

e Maintaining roads and decommissioning closed or dead end roads

e Upgrading existing road culverts to withstand 100-year storm events

DECISION

I have decided to proceed in approving and moving forward with actions in the Preferred
Alternative for the Hoopa Valley Tribe’s proposed 2011-2025 Forest Management Plan for the
Hoopa Valley Indian Reservation. This alternative will help to manage Hoopa Valley Tribal
forest resources sustainably in perpetuity in a manner consistent with tribal goals and values.



This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of Indian Appeals. 801 N. Quincy Street,
Suite 300, Arlington, VA 22203, in accordance with the regulations in 43 CFR 4.310-4.340.
Your notice of appeal to the Board must be signed by you or your attorney and must be mailed
within 30 days of the date of this decision. [t should clearly identify the decision being appealed.
[f possible, attach a copy of this decision. You must send copies of your notice of appeal to (1)
the Assistant Secretary — Indian Affairs. U.S. Department of the Interior, 1849 C Street, N.W.,
MS-4140-MIB, Washington. D.C. 20240, (2) each additional interested party known to you, and
(3) to this office. Your notice of appeal sent to the Interior Board of Indian Appeals must certify
that you have sent copies to these parties. If you are not represented by an attorney, you may
request assistance from this office in the preparation of your appeal. If you file a notice of
appeal, the Board of Indian Appeals will notify you of further appeal procedures.

If no appeal is timely filed. this decision will become final for the Department of the Interior at
the expiration of the appeal period. No extension of time may be granted for filing a notice of
appeal.
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